
Political Journalists� Errors



Health/Medical Journalists� Errors



Political Journalists 

Cynical, independent, 
unpleasant, superior . . . 

But they ultimately believe their 
work contributes to the quality of 

public life  



Health/Medical 
Journalists

Cynical, independent, 
unpleasant, superior. . .

But they ultimately believe their 
work contributes to the quality of 

public health 



Information Therapy 
Professionals 

Open-minded, collaborative, 
cheerful, self-deprecating. . .

But they ultimately believe 
their work contributes to the 

quality of public health  



Shared Mission
To deliver information to 
the public in a way that 

contributes to the quality 
of public health 



Observation No. 1
As journalists, we can�t 
give people what they 

want



Observation No. 2
When people need us 
most, we really can�t 

help them 



Observation No. 3
They want to be heard, 

but we don�t have time to 
listen 



Observation No. 4 
They want us to confirm 

their biases, and when we 
don�t. . .



Observation No. 5 
. . .they accuse us of 

conspiracy--or (worse?) 
pernicious conservatism 



Health Journalism 
Online  

�Faster, scarier.
� Technology delivery 

system presents perverse 
journalistic incentives.
�Danger of overreaction 
to feedback in CAPITAL 

LETTERS.
�Context of 2.0 content 

makes journalism easier, 
harder.



Role of Health 
News�Challenges 

for Us All 
How to integrate today�s 
health and medical news 
with research-based best 

practices information? 

And how do you make 
that news reporting 

higher quality? 


